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Art Unit: 3676 

DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to because of the dark shading that appears to be from copying 
or faxing the drawings, which makes it difficult to make out certain aspects of the invention. 
Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office 
action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should 
include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one 
figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing should not be 
labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be 
removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must be 
renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several views of the 
drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the 
renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will 
be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 1,4, 16, 20, and 23 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

a. in claim 1 , there is a period at the end of the next to last line that should be a 
semicolon, and the recitation of "from band of metal" should be —from a band of metal; 
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b. in claim 4, either the first line in the body of the claim should be removed (to 
avoid redundancy), or the first line should be reworded as — the step of constructing the 
tubular at the downhole location from the band of metal comprising :—; 

c. in claim 16, near the end of the claim, the word "tubular" should end with a 
semicolon, not a period; 

d. in claim 20, the second recitation of "the drilling machine" should be removed 
from the preamble since it is redundant, and the end of the claim should end with a 
period; and 

e. in claim 23, it is suggested that the recitation of "positioning means" be changed 
to — a second (or additional) positioning means— to clarify that it is different than, or 
additional to, the positioning means of claim 16. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1-9, 11,12, 16-19, and 21-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by US 2001/0047871 of Johnson et al (also see US 6,675,901 that is the equivalent 
US patent and has clearer drawings). 
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Regarding claims 1,16, and 23, Johnson et al disclose a method, drilling machine, and 
system for constructing a lateral hole (107) departing from a main well at a determined depth, the 
lateral hole having a direction of elongation forming a determined angle with the main well, the 
method comprising: positioning a drilling machine (102) at the determined depth in the main 
well; drilling the lateral hole departing from a wall of the main well, in substantially the direction 
of elongation forming the determined angle with the main well, using the drilling machine (102); 
constructing a tubular (1 1) for the lateral hole at a downhole location from a band of metal (10), 
said band of metal being taken from a storage location and wrapped so as to form the tubular; 
positioning the constructed tubular into the lateral hole (107), and positioning the drilling means 
(102) with the positioning means (105). See Figures 9 and 14-16, and paragraphs 0047 and 
0055-0060. 

Regarding claims 2 and 17, the method of claim 1 further comprising: positioning the 
constructed tubular (1 1) into the lateral hole (107) during the drilling; connecting a drill bit (104) 
at an end of the constructed tubular (11); and using the constructed tubular (1 1) as a drill string to 
drill the lateral hole (107). See figures 9 and 14, and paragraph 0047. 

Regarding claim 3, wherein the direction of elongation is substantially perpendicular to a 
longitudinal direction of the main well (see figures 14 and 16; especially figure 16 wherein the 
end of the lateral is clearly substantially perpendicular). 

Regarding claims 4, 5, 7, 8, and 18, the construction of the tubular comprises unwrapping 
the band of metal (10) from a storage roll (132); wrapping the band of metal (10) following a 
spiral to obtain the tubular, wherein the storage roll (132) is stored downhole (Figs. 14 and 15; 
paragraphs 0055-0060). 
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Regarding claim 6, the storage roll can be stored at the surface (Fig. 16). 

Regarding claims 9 and 1 1, the wrapped band is jointed by permanent plastic lip pressing 
(Figs. 1 and 2; paragraph 0033). 

Regarding claims 12 and 24, a strippable slotted liner (1 1) in the lateral hole, the 
strippable slotted liner allowing a communication between the lateral hole and a reservoir (which 
the borehole is being drilled to access) along a zone of communication with the reservoir; 
pumping means to pump a cement fluid 36 behind the tubular (11) along a determined portion of 
the tubular (1 1), the determined portion of the tubular being distinct from the zone of 
communication with the reservoir (see Fig. 3 and paragraph 0040, wherein it is stated that the 
cement can be used to isolate different zones). 

Regarding claims 19, 21, and 22, the reserve of material is stored in the drilling machine 
(108);the reserve of material comprises an active rolled band of metal (10), the active rolled band 
of metal (10) being oriented in a direction substantially perpendicular to a longitudinal direction 
of the main well; the drilling machine (108) further comprises: a motor (132) to generate a 
rotation force; a pushing system (102) to generate an axial force; a short shaft (not shown, but 
must exist to hold at least the rollers) that is bended between the active rolled band of metal (10) 
and the constructed tubular (1 1), the short shaft transmitting the rotation force and the axial force 
to the drill bit (104); a guidance system in the form of guidance rollers to guide the short shaft 
(Figs. 9, 14, and 15; paragraphs 0047 and 0055-0060). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

7. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Johnson et al in 
view of US 5,074,943 of Menzel. 

Johnson et al teach that the wrapped band of metal is jointed, such as by press fitting. 
However, it is not specifically taught the jointing is by spot welding. 

Menzel teaches a wrapped band of metal that is jointed, such as by press fitting, similar to 
that of Johnson et al. It is further taught that welding is another obvious variant of press fitting 
for performing the jointing of the wrapped metal band (col. 5, lines 36-42). Thus, at the time of 
the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to replace the press 
fitting jointing of Johnson et al with the welding of Menzel since the two types of jointing are 
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simple obvious variants of one another, and will lead to the predictable result of holding the 
joints together. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claims 13-15 and 20 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record on form 892 and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shane Bomar whose telephone number is (571)272-7026. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 6:30am to 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jennifer H. Gay can be reached on 571-272-7029. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Shane Bomar/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3676 



